AGENDA REPORT

TO: Mayor & City Commissioners
FROM: Diane Lyon, City Clerk
DATE: March 17,2016

RE: *Communications

For the Agenda of March 21, 2016

*Note: This is a Consent Agenda item and is considered as routine by the City
Commission. As such, this matter shall be automatically enacted by one motion with all
other Consent Agenda items unless a Commissioner or citizen requests this item be
individually discussed, in which event it shall be removed from the Consent Agenda and
considered and acted upon in its designated sequence on the approved Clare City
Commission agenda of March 21, 2016.

The following major items of correspondence were either received by or transmitted by the City
since the last regularly scheduled City Commission meeting:

MLive Newsfeed. Two recent news articles covering Downtown Clare’s Historic District
nomination to the National Register of Historic Places are attached for the Commission’s review.

The Loop. MML’s most recent newsletter is attached for review.

Letter from Resident. The city received the attached letter from a resident concerning the postal
conversion.

Attachments. As outlined above.
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Jeff Schrier | MLive.com Clare Congregational Church on Fifth Street in downtown Clare is included in the Clare
Downtown Historic District that was nominated to the National Register of Historic Places along with sites in Bay
City, Kalamazoo, Detroit and Mackinac County.
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Detroit's Pontchartrain Club and a northern
Michigan town among new historic places

B8y Heather Jordan | heather_jordan@miive.com
Follow on Twitter
on March 14, 2016 at 12:00 PM, updated March 14, 2016 at 12:02 PM

LANSING, M| — Detroit's Pontchartrain Club/Town House Apartments, a former Masonic temple in Bay County and a northern
Michigan town characterized by its Neoclassical architecture are among several spots recently nominated for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places.

The locations, including the Clare Downtown Historic District, were nominated during the January State Historic Preservation
Review Board meeting, according to a Michigan State Housing Development Authority news release.

"This is quite an achievement for Clare Downtown Historic District," Sen. Judy Emmons, R-Sheridan, said in a statement. "This
area makes up the historic commercial core of the city and is certainly deserving of a listing in the National Register of Historic
Places."

The Clare Downtown Historic District is situated along four blocks of North McEwan Street in the city of Clare. It is home to 51
buildings, two structures, one site and two objects, dating as early as 1873.

"tf you have ever visited Downtown Clare you know if has a charm all its own," Rep. Joel Johnson, R-Clare, said in a statement. |
am proud to say that the city | call home has been nominated for this prestigious distinction.”

The State Historic Preservation Review Board aiso approved the nomination of the following historic sites for listing. Follow the
links for more information and the history of each place:

» Sacred Heart (Gros Cap) Church in Mackinac County's Moran Township

» Bay City Masonic Temple

» Eric and Margaret Ann (Davis) Brown House in Kalamazoo

+ Pontchartrain Club/Town House Apartments, WIBK-TV Studios Building, New Center Commercial Historic
District and Professional Plaza Tower ali located in Detroit

The earliest buildings constructed in the Clare Downtown Historic District are three former residences, all framed with wood and
designed using local materiais available at that time, the release states. Of the three, the 1882 Goodman House at 120 E. Fifth is
the most intact.

The district's two mast architecturally important 19th century buildings are the adjoining Doherty Opera House (1891) and Clare
County Savings Bank (1887). These buildings were designed in the Late Victarian style with complimentary broad upper facades,
according to the release.

The Clare Congregational Church, listed on the National Register of Mistoric Places since 1995, also is significant, particularly
because of architect W. T. Cooper.

The Bay City Masonic Temple, 700 N. Madison Ave., was originally built in 1891 and rebuilt following a fire in 1903, according to
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Ron Bloomfield, director of operations and chief historian for the Bay County Historicai Society.

"The temple is a significant building because at the time it was built, the late 1800s, it was considered to be one of the finest
examples of Masonic temple architecture,” Bloomfield said. "It was heralded as one of the most handsome Masonic buildings in
the country, at the time."

Bloomfield said being on the National Register is “like a stamp of approval" and makes certain types of funding potentially
available.

"The National Register is more than a list of resources that have been researched and identified as tocally and nationally
significant," State Historic Preservation Officer Brian Conway said in a statement. "The register is a tool for honoring and
preserving historic properties.”

The National Register of Historic Places is a program of the National Park Service within the U.S. Department of the Interior, the
release states. [n Michigan, the State Historic Preservation Office administers the program. Nominated sites are generally added
to the Register within 45 days of being submitted.

Heather Jordan is a reporter for MLive. She can be reached at 989-450-2652 or hjordan@mlive.com. For more news, follow her
on Twitter.
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Diane Lyon

From: mml.activehosted.com@emsend7.com on behalf of Michigan Municipal League
[lgreen@mml.org]
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2016 9:01 AM
To: Diane Lyon
Subject: Flint Mayor to Speak at Capital Conference!
Web version of email Send to a friend Share: I] kd

cLOOP

Your One-stop Spot for League Events & Education Training

Flint Mayor Dr. Karen Weaver to

Speak at Capital Conference ,
March 22-23 | Lansing

The news is filled with stories of the serious health and
environmental challenges the people of Flint are facing as a
result of the city's lead-contaminated water crisis. Flint Mayor
Dr. Karen Weaver will share with us how the city's water
system got to this point, and what can be done to remedy the
situation in the short- and long-term. Get the details and

reqister today!

Earn EOA Credits at Capital
Conference

For anyone enrolled in the League's Elected Officials
Academy (EOA), Capital Conference provides a chance to
earn more credits:

e Conference attendance - 2 credits
e Conference Workshop - 3 credits
e Lobbying 2.0 & 3.0 sessions - 2 Advocacy credits




For more information about the EOA, or to enroll, visit
eoa.mml.org.

Help Educate Your Fellow
Municipal Leaders

Some of your fellow members are losing out on important
educational opportunities because their budgets are
stretched to the max. This is where we need your help!

The League Foundation has launched a campaign to raise
7,500 by March 23 at Capital Conference to help educate our
local officials. With your donation, you can be part of helping
more people sharpen their skills at events like the League's
Convention, elected officials training, and more. Prizes for the
largest individual and community donor. Donate today!

Michigan Green Communities

Conference
April 20-22 | Roscommon

Michigan Green Communities sixth annual conference will MATALIT™ AN
focus on building climate adaptation in Michigan with an LS GAN
emphasis on clean energy initiatives. This is a team event

where communities are encouraged to bring 3-5 multi-

disciplinary staff members. Attendance is FREE for

communities that commit to complete the 2016 MGC COMMUNITIES

Challenge. Regqister today.

CAPITAL CONFERENCE (m

March 22-23, 2016 « Lansing Center, Lansing




MML Calendar

=lay up-to-date on all the

League events and ramings.

(Congress for the New
Urbanism, Detroit

The 24th annual Congress for the New
Urbanism will be held in Detroit, June 8-11.
Connect and engage with over 1,500
placemakers from across the world, explore
innovative solutions to local challenges, and
test drive cutting-edge placemaking
resources. The League has partnered with

CNU to present this event. Register today.

[INew Guide to

Placemaking

Michigan State Housing
Development Authority and
MSU Land Policy Institute
have produced the free
guidebook, Placemaking
as an Economic
Development Tool. It's
now available for free
download.
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JiM WHITFORD - 201 E 8™ ST - CLARE

The Post Office is proposing changes to how we get our mail
delivered that do not benefit us. The changes are being
presented as a done deal but with the threat that if we don’t
agree to them now and let the Post Office pay the cost of
moving our mailboxes we will have to change later and pay
for the costs of moving the boxes ourselves. This is not true!

On the following pages are the rules from the Postal
Operating Manual that are the only laws in existence that
everyone (including the Post Office managers) must abide
by. Do not give them your signature unless you want the
change proposed for you. Don’t let them tell you that it will
happen whether you like it or not. Even one dissent in a
block could keep them from changing you to a mailbox at the
end of your street.

You can read the rules through, but, they basically say that if
you as a property owner get your mail delivered to a mailbox
on your porch and it's been done that way at least a year
then you are grandfathered in and the Post Office can’t
change where and how your mail is delivered unless they get
you to sign an agreement. It's your signature that's important
because they are required to get the signature of every
property owner affected by the change. In some cases they
propose to put banks of mailboxes at one end of the street
rather than delivering to your door, They have told the
merchants that they will have communal boxes in one
location rather than having their mail brought into the stores
as has been done for more than the 35 years I've been in
business. The tactics have been underhanded at best. But
once again, the changes CAN'T happen without the
signature of every property owner affected.

Don't sign anything unless it improves mail delivery for you.





