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 AGENDA REPORT 

 

To: Mayor Pat Humphrey and the Clare City Commission  

From: Ken Hibl, City Manager 

Date: February 11, 2016 

Regarding: City Manager's Report  
 

For the Agenda of February 15, 2016 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Planning Commission Meeting.    The Planning Commission met on Feb 10
th

 and unanimously 

approved a request for amendment to the approved site plan of the proposed WalMart 

development, thereby allowing a major color change (store will now be shades of grey w/blue 

and orange accents) to WalMart’s new corporate colors.  The Commission also unanimously 

recommended approval of the City’s 2016-2010 Recreation Master Plan, which will be 

considered by the City Commission at its scheduled Feb 15
th

 meeting. 

 

State of the Community Presentation.    We (Mayor Pro Tem Jean, Diane, & I) participated in the 

MidMichigan Community College State of the Community event at the Harrison Campus on Feb 

9
th

.  Other participants included Gladwin County, Clare County, City of Beaverton, City of 

Gladwin, City of Harrison, Gladwin County Economic Development, and MidMichigan 

Community Development.  Each entity was allowed ten minutes to provide their respective 

“state of the community” presentation.  We prepared a PowerPoint and a short video presentation 

that we intend to share with the Commission at some future meeting when we have a light 

agenda.  We shared it with our Planning Commission last night.    

    

Community Pathway Update.    The attached email from Steve Clark of Rowe, Inc., confirms 

earlier information provided to the Commission regarding the Community Pathway Project that 

has the support of all governmental entities from Ithaca to Clare.  When completed, this pathway 

will connect to the PMDL in Clare and offer riders the opportunity to take one of several 

continuous rides of greater than 150miles with links/connections to other trails along the way, to 

include the Fred Meijer and the White Pine which currently or will pass through and/or go to 

multiple communities (Grand Rapids, Bid Rapids, Greenville, Alma, Ithaca, Hart, Clare, 

Midland, Evart, Reed City,, Shepherd, Mt. Pleasant, Ithaca, Rockford, Sparta, etc) – thus 

explaining the tremendous importance to complete the gap that current exists between Clare and 

the Moose Lodge west of Clare.  It is our intent to write grants this year to allow us to close that 

gap next year.  Also attached and related to this topic is the Action Plan, which outlines the 

proposed phasing to complete the Community Pathway in its entirety from Clare to Ithaca.     

 

Retirement of Mr. Steve Phelps.  Mr. Steve Phelps has been an employee of Harrison’s DPW for 

the past 35 years.  He has been a true friend and supporter of the City of Clare and our various 

departments throughout his tenure in Harrison.  A significant number of us from the City Staff  

intend to attend Steve’s retirement reception in Harrison (see copy of att’d flyer); we welcome 

the City Commission to join us.  We will ask Mayor Pro Tem Jean to sign and present (if she’s 

available) a Mayoral Key of Excellence to Steve for the great partnership we have enjoyed with 

him all these years.     
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MML Capitol Conference.  As indicated in the attached copy of The Loop, the MML’s annual 

capitol conference is being held Mar 22
nd

 & 23
rd

.  Please advise Diane if you have any interest in 

attending to allow us to make reservations for you.    

 

  

 

Attachments.   

1. Steve Phelps Email. 

2. Action Plan. 

3. The Loop. 

  



Where: City Hall DPW Garage 

When:   February 25, 2016 

     4:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

Come celebrate with us as we wish Steve 

Phelps a Happy Retirement!!!  He has been a 

great asset to the City and will be greatly 

missed! 



 
 

Drafted by ROWE Professional Services Company, Mt. Pleasant, MI 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mid-Michigan Community Pathways Group 
Action Plan 

 
OCTOBER 2013 

 



 
 

 

 
The Mid-Michigan Community Pathways Group is a collaboration of local, state, and 
tribal entities working toward a common goal of the construction of a paved, non-
motorized path network between the cities of Ithaca and Clare in Isabella and Gratiot 
Counties (approximately 40 miles of pathway). The group is composed of 
representatives and support from: 
 

• Central Michigan University 
• Charter Township of Union 
• Chippewa Township 
• City of Alma 
• City of Clare 
• City of Ithaca 
• City of Mt. Pleasant 
• City of St. Louis 
• Clinton County Parks & Green Space Commission 
• Clare County Parks and Recreation Department 
• Coe Township 
• East Michigan Council of Governments 
• Gratiot County Parks and Recreation Department 
• Gratiot County Road Commission 
• Greater Gratiot Development Corporation 
• Isabella County Parks and Recreation Department 
• Isabella County Road Commission 
• Michigan Department of Transportation 
• Mid-Michigan Community College 
• Mid-Michigan Cycling Club 
• Mid-Michigan Development Corporation 
• Mt. Pleasant Parks and Recreation Department 
• Mt. Pleasant Public Schools 
• Pine River Township 
• Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
• The Friends of the Fred Meijer Trail 
• The Friends of the Pere Marquette Trail 
• Village of Rosebush 
• Village of Shepherd 
• Vision 20/20 Group of Isabella County 

 
The list of supporters continues to grow with every meeting of the group and as word 
spreads of their efforts. 
 



 
 

 

The group is structured similar to that of a municipal council with a President, Vice 
President, Secretary, and Treasurer. Below is a list of the members and their positions: 
 

• President, Steve Davidson, DPW Crew Leader – Village of Shepherd 
• Vice President, Sue Ann Kopmeyer, Parks and Recreation Director – Isabella 

County 
• Secretary, Steven Clark, Project Administrator – ROWE PSC 
• Treasurer, Pete Little, Parks and Recreation Director – Gratiot County 

 
The group has drafted a Group Charter to maintain focus for the group’s initiatives. The 
following document serves as the framework of the group: 
 
Mid-Michigan Community Pathway Group  

CHARTER STATEMENT  
Develop the Mid-Michigan Community Non-Motorized Pathway starting with the 
segment from Ithaca through Clare, promoting partnerships with communities, 

businesses and governments in the area.  
 
Long-Term Goal:  

Have a separate non-motorized pathway providing a quality non-motorized environment 
for all through safety, health, education, culture and art. Provide linkage to businesses 
and communities through other routes, including regional tracks.  

 
Purpose:  
Create the Mid-Michigan Community Non-Motorized Pathway for the benefit of the 

public residents, communities and governments in the area of the path. Elements of the 
path include:  

� Separate non-motorized path  

� Connection to the communities  

� Quality family experience  
� Link to public parking (park & ride, bike) lots  

� Promote art and cultures  
� Support education  

� Provide a low-stress quality experience  
� Link to major trails  

� Low impact environmentally and socially 

 
Task: 

� Identify long-term corridors for a separated path.  

� Encourage short-term solutions and local connections. Support business and 

communities to promote a quality experience.  



 
 

 

� Recognize opportunities for community loops to encourage positive education 

and cultural experience.  
� Identify funding options for path development and connectivity to encourage 

a greener lifestyle.  
� Promote fund raising events for the public and path maintenance. Develop 

the path for cyclists, pedestrians and rollerbladers.  
� Include provisions for handicap users.  

 
Success:  

In 20 years, develop a separated pathway connecting Mid-Michigan communities 
starting with Ithaca through Clare. Include linkage to regional paths such as the Fred 
Meijer and the Pere Marquette trails. Support communities in connecting the non-

motorized system to get individuals to local destinations, creating without use of 
motorized vehicles, a quality family experience. Have in place a funding mechanism to 

provide maintenance for the next 20 years. Have evidence of a healthier more 
sustainable community, both physically and economically. 
 
The MMCP Group is also working on a Public Relations campaign in order to gain the 
support and involvement of local, state, and federal agencies and the members of the 
travelling public towards this common goal. The individual PR items which are to be, or 
have already been created are listed below: 
 

• Creation of a MMCP Website: www.midmichpathways.org 
• Creation of a group Facebook page 
• Creation of an informational tri-fold pamphlet 
• Creation of a Powerpoint presentation detailing the groups intentions, factual 

information regarding the construction of pathways and their benefits 
 
The MMCP Group has also received numerous letters of support. Those letters can be 
found in Appendix A. 
 
The group has divided the path network into six segments as of this time. The 
availability of funding will likely define the segments further in the future, possibly 
breaking them down into smaller ones over time. The following is a preliminary list of the 
different path segments: 
 

• Alma/St. Louis area to Ithaca 
• Shepherd to Alma/St. Louis area 
• Mt. Pleasant to Shepherd 
• Mt. Pleasant to Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
• Mt. Pleasant to Rosebush 



 
 

 

• Rosebush to Clare 
 
As each segment of the path network is completed, there will be a fair amount of 
maintenance which will be required to keep the pathways in a safe condition. The group 
has formulated the following ideas to raise money to create a “Maintenance Fund” for 
the segments of pathway: 
 

• Locally designed art sculptures will be displayed along the segments of pathway. 
The proceeds from the sale of the art pieces (certain percentage), or the spaces 
themselves can be leased to the artist for a certain fee.  

• Users or the path segments (either individual, or corporate) would become 
members of the Users group (i.e.: Friends of the Fred Meijer, Friends of the Pere 
Marquette, etc.) and a yearly fee would be collected. 

• Donations from local organizations would be collected. 
• Creation of an “Adopt-A-Mile” program will assist will general path maintenance 

 
In order to organize our efforts, and proceed with the construction of each segment of 
pathway in a constructive manner, we have assembled this document titled the “Action 
Plan” for the MMCP group. The document is structured in the following manner: 
 

I. Path Segment Description 
II. Map of Project Area 
III. Estimated Project Costs 
IV. Funding Options 
V. Project Schedule 

 
The conceptual project estimates include costs for projected inflation at 2% per year. 
 
Segment A (16.3 miles+/-), Connection of the Alma/St. Louis Area to Ithaca 
 

I. Path Segment Description 
 
This segment of pathway has two beginning points (two legs). The first path 
leg begins at the existing Fred Meijer path network on Charles Avenue and 
heads south to Superior Street (approx. 0.5 mile). Then, then path would 
head east along Superior Street (US-127BR) through downtown Alma and 
connect to the second path leg which heads north into St. Louis at the E. 
Lincoln Road/State Road (US-127BR) intersection (approx. 3.5 miles). A 
significant portion of this path segment proposes re-striping of the roadway to 
include bike lanes. The second leg would start at Charles Avenue/Monroe 
Road (M-46) and head east to downtown St. Louis along Monroe Road/M-46 
(approx. 3.5 miles). From here, the path would turn south and head to the E. 



 
 

 

Lincoln Road/State Road (US-127BR) intersection along State Road/US-
127BR and combine with the first path leg (approx. 2.0 miles). A significant 
portion of this path segment also proposes re-striping of the roadway to 
include bike lanes. The path would then continue east along E. Lincoln Road 
to the east side of US-127, then turn south on the east side of northbound 
US-127 (approx. 0.25 mile). The path would head south (within the US-127 
right-of-way), pass by the Rest Area, and continue to Washington Road/US-
127BR in Ithaca (approx. 6.5 miles).  The path would turn west, and terminate 
at the Park and Ride on the north side of the road (approx. 0.06 mile). This 
segment totals approximately 16.3 miles of pathway. 
 

II. Map of Project Area 
 

 
 

III. Estimated Project Costs 
 

 CONSTRUCTION      $3,446,783 
 CONTINGENCY & INFLATION (43%)   $1,482,117 
 DESIGN ENGINEERING (7%)    $   345,023 

CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING (8%)   $   394,312 
TOTAL        $5,668,235 



 
 

 

IV. Funding Options 
 

The following list contains different funding options for the construction of 
non-motorized pathways: 
 

• MDOT TAP Program (typically a 60/40 split, 60% State and federal 
funds, 40% match funds) 

• MDNR Trust Fund (Typically a 50/50 split, with higher priority given to 
applications with larger matches), $300K cap 

• Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 2% Program 
• Private Donors (East Michigan Coalition of Governments, Gratiot 

County Community Foundation, Fred Meijer, MDNR Recreation 
Passport Program, Morey Foundation , Mt. Pleasant Area Community 
Foundation, Mt. Pleasant Community Foundation, etc.) 

 
MDOT is planning road improvements to US-127 in this area and an 
Enhancement Grant Application would likely score higher if this path 
project is paired with the road project. 
 

V. Schedule 
 
Although subject to change based on funding availability, the following is a 
schedule for the completion of this segment of non-motorized pathway: 
 
Complete Design Engineering     2015 
Acquire Match Funding for Project    2015 
Acquire Remainder of Funding    2015 
Begin Construction      2016 
Complete Construction      2016 

 
Segment B (9.1 miles+/-), Connection of the Village of Shepherd and the Alma/St. 
Louis Area 
 

I. Path Segment Description 
 
This segment of pathway begins at the south end of the Village of Shepherd 
where the existing path network extends along S. Shepherd Road. The path 
would head south along S. Shepherd Road until it reaches E. South County 
Line Road/Gratiot County Line (approx. 3.2 miles). From here the path would 
head east along E. South County Line Road to the existing US-127 right-of-
way (approx. 0.5 mile). Then, the path would head south within the US-127 
right-of-way to Monroe Road/M-46 (approx. 4.0 miles). The path would then 



 
 

 

continue south along Charles Avenue to the existing Fred Meijer path network 
(approx. 1.4 miles). This segment totals approximately 9.1 miles of pathway. 
 

II. Map of Project Area 
 

 
 

III. Estimated Project Costs 
 

CONSTRUCTION      $2,161,177 
CONTINGENCY & INFLATION (35%)   $   821,248 
DESIGN ENGINEERING (7%)    $   208,770 
CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING (8%)   $   238,594 
TOTAL             $3,429,789 

 
IV. Funding Options 

 
V. The following list contains different funding options for the construction of 

non-motorized pathways: 
 

• MDOT TAP Program (typically a 60/40 split, 60% State and federal 
funds, 40% match funds) 



 
 

 

• MDNR Trust Fund (Typically a 50/50 split, with higher priority given to 
applications with larger matches), $300K cap. 

• Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 2% Program 

• Private Donors (East Michigan Coalition of Governments, Gratiot 
County Community Foundation, Fred Meijer, MDNR Recreation 
Passport Program, Morey Foundation , Mt. Pleasant Area Community 
Foundation, Mt. Pleasant Community Foundation, etc.) 

 
VI. Schedule 

 
Although subject to change based on funding availability, the following is a 
schedule for the completion of this segment of non-motorized pathway: 
 
Complete Design Engineering     TBD 
Acquire Match Funding for Project    TBD 
Acquire Remainder of Funding    TBD 
Begin Construction      TBD 
Complete Construction      TBD 

 
Segment C (6.8 miles+/-), Connection of the Mt. Pleasant Area and the Village of 
Shepherd 
 

I. Path Segment Description 
 
This segment of pathway begins at the intersection of Deerfield Road and S. 
Mission Road. The path would head south and follow S. Mission Road until it 
reaches Blanchard Road (approx. 3 miles). Then, the path would turn east 
and head to 1st Street in the Village of Shepherd along Blanchard Road 
(approx. 3.8 miles). Once at First Street, the path would head south 
approximately 3 blocks (approx. 0.05 mile) and connect to the Village’s 
existing 1.8 mile long paved path system. This segment totals approximately 
6.8 miles of pathway. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

II. Map of Project Area 
 

 
 

III. Estimated Project Costs 
 
CONSTRUCTION      $1,583,867 
CONTINGENCY & INFLATION (20%)   $   328,653 
DESIGN ENGINEERING (7%)    $   133,877 
CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING (8%)   $   153,002 
TOTAL             $2,199,399 

 
IV. Funding Options 

 
The following list contains different funding options for the construction of 
non-motorized pathways: 
 

• MDOT TAP Program (typically a 60/40 split, 60% State and federal 
funds, 40% match funds) 

• MDNR Trust Fund (Typically a 50/50 split, with higher priority given to 
applications with larger matches), $300K cap. 

• Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 2% Program 

• Private Donors (East Michigan Coalition of Governments, Gratiot 
County Community Foundation, Fred Meijer, MDNR Recreation 



 
 

 

Passport Program, Morey Foundation , Mt. Pleasant Area Community 
Foundation, Mt. Pleasant Community Foundation, etc.) 

 
V. Schedule 

 
Although subject to change based on funding availability, the following is a 
schedule for the completion of this segment of non-motorized pathway: 
 
Complete Design Engineering     March 2014 
Acquire Match Funding for Project    April 2014 
Acquire Remainder of Funding    October 2014 
Begin Construction      April 2015 
Complete Construction      November 2015 
 

Segment D (1.6 miles+/-), SCIT Cultural Loop 
 

I. Path Segment Description 
 
This segment begins just west of US-127 at Isabella Road, crosses the 
freeway utilizing a proposed tunnel/freeway overpass, then continues east 
along Remus Road to Isabella Road. Once at Summerton Road the path 
continues east cross country approx. ½ mile, then turns north passes the 
SCIT Elders Center and ends at Broadway Road at the Ziibiwing Cultural 
Center. This segment totals approximately 1.6 miles of pathway. 
 

II. Map of Project Area

 
 



 
 

 

III. Estimated Project Costs 
 
CONSTRUCTION      $2,634,011 
CONTINGENCY (20%)      $   526,803 
DESIGN ENGINEERING (7%)    $   221,257 
CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING (8%)   $   252,865 
TOTAL             $3,634,936 

 
IV. Funding Options 

 
The following list contains different funding options for the construction of 
non-motorized pathways: 

 
• MDOT TAPProgram (typically a 60/40 split, 60% State and federal 

funds, 40% match funds) 
• MDNR Trust Fund (Typically a 50/50 split, with higher priority given to 

applications with larger matches), $300K cap. 
• Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 2% Program 
• Private Donors (East Michigan Coalition of Governments, Gratiot 

County Community Foundation, Fred Meijer, MDNR Recreation 
Passport Program, Morey Foundation , Mt. Pleasant Area Community 
Foundation, Mt. Pleasant Community Foundation, etc.) 

 
V. Schedule 

 
Although subject to change based on funding availability, the following is a 
schedule for the completion of this segment of non-motorized pathway: 
 
Complete Design Engineering     TBD 
Acquire Match Funding for Project    TBD 
Acquire Remainder of Funding    TBD 
Begin Construction      TBD 
Complete Construction      TBD 

 
Segment E (6.4 miles+/-), Connection of the Mt. Pleasant Area and the Village of 
Rosebush 
 

I. Path Segment Description 
 
This segment of pathway begins at the north end of the City of Mt. Pleasant’s 
Island Park, near the Chippewa River, on Pickard Street. The City has an 
extensive pathway network and this would provide connectivity to the 



 
 

 

northern end. The path would head northeast in the vicinity of the old railroad 
right-of-way/Industrial Park until it reaches N. Mission Road (approx. 1.0 
mile). From here the path would head north along N. Mission Road to the 
existing north/south path segment located at the Isabella County Fairgrounds 
(approx. 1.4 miles). Then, the path would continue along N. Mission Road 
north to Rosebush Road in the Village of Rosebush (approx. 4.0 miles). This 
segment totals approximately 6.4 miles of pathway. 
 
 

II. Map of Project Area 

 
 

III. Estimated Project Costs 
 
CONSTRUCTION      $1,324,737 
CONTINGENCY & INFLATION (27%)   $   381,525 
DESIGN ENGINEERING (7%)    $   119,439 
CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING (8%)   $   136,501 
TOTAL             $1,962,202 

 
IV. Funding Options 

 
The following list contains different funding options for the construction of 
non-motorized pathways: 
 



 
 

 

 
• MDOT TAP Program (typically a 60/40 split, 60% State and federal 

funds, 40% match funds) 
• MDNR Trust Fund (Typically a 50/50 split, with higher priority given to 

applications with larger matches), $300K cap. 
• Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 2% Program 

• Private Donors (East Michigan Coalition of Governments, Gratiot 
County Community Foundation, Fred Meijer, MDNR Recreation 
Passport Program, Morey Foundation , Mt. Pleasant Area Community 
Foundation, Mt. Pleasant Community Foundation, etc.) 

 
V. Schedule 

 
Although subject to change based on funding availability, the following is a 
schedule for the completion of this segment of non-motorized pathway: 
 
Complete Design Engineering     TBD 
Acquire Match Funding for Project    TBD 
Acquire Remainder of Funding    TBD 
Begin Construction      TBD 
Complete Construction      TBD 
 

Segment F (7.8 miles+/-), Connection of the Village of Rosebush and Clare 
 

I. Path Segment Description 
 
This segment of pathway begins at the E. Rosebush Road/N. Mission Road 
intersection in the Village of Rosebush. The path would head north along N. 
Mission Road until it reaches the US-127BR interchange at the south end of 
Clare (approx. 7.8 miles). This segment totals approximately 7.8 miles of 
pathway. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

II. Map of Project Area 
 

 
 

III. Estimated Project Costs 
 
CONSTRUCTION      $2,054,638 
CONTINGENCY & INFLATION (51%)   $1,047,866 
DESIGN ENGINEERING (7%)    $   217,175 
CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING (8%)   $   248,200 
TOTAL             $3,567,879 

 
IV. Funding Options 

 
The following list contains different funding options for the construction of 
non-motorized pathways: 
 

• MDOT TAP Program (typically a 60/40 split, 60% State and federal 
funds, 40% match funds) 

• MDNR Trust Fund (Typically a 50/50 split, with higher priority given to 
applications with larger matches), $300K cap. 

• Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 2% Program 
• Private Donors (East Michigan Coalition of Governments, Gratiot 

County Community Foundation, Fred Meijer, MDNR Recreation 



 
 

 

Passport Program, Morey Foundation , Mt. Pleasant Area Community 
Foundation, Mt. Pleasant Community Foundation, etc.) 

 
V. Schedule 

 
Although subject to change based on funding availability, the following is a 
schedule for the completion of this segment of non-motorized pathway: 
 
Complete Design Engineering     TBD 
Acquire Match Funding for Project    TBD 
Acquire Remainder of Funding    TBD 
Begin Construction      TBD 
Complete Construction      TBD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX A 
 

Letters of Support 







......... 

••··~\,.\N~·· •• 

.'.# ...... . ~•• 
/~~........... ..... .... 

··:/..: 

' 
7' ... , ~ .••· .. .. ..· . . . 

~ .\ ,:* i'. '. ,',,''" .11"... . ".' ,,
• II..,' .. • .. •• ",011 • 
' •••-r'fN., tA\G••••• 

• II •• " " t 

MEMBERS 


Chuck Nelson, Chair 

Citizen Representative 


Jack Enderle, Vice Chair 

Board of Commissioners Rep. 


Phil Hanses, Secretary 

Drain Commissioner 


Dave Pohl, 

Board of Commissioners Rep. 


Pat Jackson, 

Citizen Representative 


Bob Kudwa, 

Planning Commission Rep. 


Tim Machowicz, 

Citizen Representative 


Andrea Polverento, 

Citizen Representative 


Don Potts, 

Citizen Representative 


Donald Sisung, 

Road Commission Rep. 


STAFF 


Jerry Jaloszynski, Coordinator 

Parks & Green Space Commission 


Gayla Phillips, Secretary 

County Administration 


Clinton County 
"artea and 

O....n .pac.CLINTON COUNTY 
PARKS and GREEN SPACE COMMISSION 

100 E. State Street, Suite 1300 
St. Johns, Michigan 48879-1582 


Phone: (989)224-5128 Fax: (989)224-5102 

Email: parks@clinton-county.org 


October 25, 2013 

Stephen Davidson, President 
Mid-Michigan Community Pathways Group 
207 W. Boulevard Street 
Shepherd, MI 48883-9025 

Dear Mr. Davidson: 

Thank you and Steven Clark for presenting information to the Clinton 
County Parks and Green Space Commission on the Mid-Michigan 
Community Pathways Group's ("Group'') non-motorized trail development 
plan. I was unable to attend the meeting due to a scheduling conflict but 
understand Commission members were impressed with the Action Plan 
and with the Group's organization and enthusiasm in pursuing its trail 
development objectives. 

The Commission approved a Motion of Support for the concept of the 
Group Action Plan and trail development efforts. Please accept this letter 
as representation of that support. 

I have been working on a county-wide non-motorized facility plan for the 

past four years and am nearing completion of the plan document. Clinton 

County's proposed non-motorized route map includes three portals into 

Gratiot County. This Commission would like to see development of a trail 

connection between the Fred Meijer CIS Trail in St. Johns and the Fred 

Meijer Heartland Trail in Alma. We share the Group's vision for the Clare 

to Ithaca non-motorized trail, but also for an extension to the Clinton 

County line were we can bring the trail to St. Johns and beyond. How can 

we partner in this effort? 


Sincerely, 

~Q)-J2d ~ ...-'T'-"~V-
Gerald Jaloszynski 

Coordinator 


mailto:parks@clinton-county.org






 
Proudly  serving Arenac, Bay, Clare, Gladwin, Gratiot, Iosco, Isabella, Midland, Ogemaw, Roscommon, Saginaw, Sanilac 

and Tuscola Counties & Saginaw Chippewa indian tribe since 1968 

    

East Michigan Council of GovernmentsEast Michigan Council of GovernmentsEast Michigan Council of GovernmentsEast Michigan Council of Governments    
3144 Davenport Avenue, Suite 200, Saginaw, MI. 48602 

Phone: 989-797-0800, Fax: 989-797-0896 

www.emcog.org    
 

 

Aug 17
th
, 2010 

 

Mid Michigan Non-Motorized Pathways Group 

C/O Brian Atkinson, Cost and Scheduling Engineer 

Mt. Pleasant TSC 

1212 Corporate Drive 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

 

Dear Mr. Atkinson, 

 

The East Michigan Council of Governments strongly supports the efforts made by the Mid Michigan 

Community Non-Motorized Pathways group to connect the communities within Isabella County from 

Gratiot county line to the south to Clare county line on the north into a unified non-motorized network. 

Creating such a network will allow usage of existing networks that exist within independent cities and 

villages by county-wide users. The following connections of local and regional non-motorized facilities are 

in accordance with the Michigan Department of Transportation Bay Region Non-Motorized 

comprehensive Plan 2010. 

 

1. The Gratiot County Road Commission’s application to construct an eight mile long non-motorized 

path between Ithaca and Alma. 

2. The Isabella County Road Commission’s application to construct a twelve mile long non-motorized 

path between Alma and Mt. Pleasant. 

3. The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe’s application to construct a thirteen mile long non-motorized 

path between Mt. Pleasant and Clare 

 

The following application will not only connect the Mid-Michigan area to other State wide networks such as 

Pere Marquette Trail and Fred Meijer Trail, but will also allow for smooth influx of biking, jogging and 

trail enthusiasts from all over the United States. It will serve as an alternative mode of transportation for 

many individuals who currently are forced to use automobiles for shorter trips. The Mid-Michigan region 

houses some very attractive tourism destination that will have new set of visitors through these connections. 

 

The amazing cooperative effort within Mid- Michigan Community Non-Motorized Pathways group of 

communities like cities, villages, townships, local private entities, arts and cultural foundations, educational 

institutions and tribal governments is a great example of regional collaboration and East Michigan Council 

of Governments embraces this through support and participation. We believe that this network of non-

motorized facilities will prove very beneficial to the health, well-being and economy of the Region as a 

whole. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Sue Fortune 

Executive Director, 

East Michigan Council of Governments (EMCOG) 



 
 

 

August 17, 2010 

 

Mid-Michigan Community Non-motorized Pathway Group 

 

 

The Friends of the Pere Marquette Rail Trail of Midland County, Michigan, strongly supports your efforts 

to create a trail system connecting Mid-Michigan communities, cities, and villages in the Mid-Michigan 

area of Gratiot, Isabella and Clare Couties, starting from Ithaca to Clare, Michigan.  The Friends of the 

Pere Marquette Rail Trail is a not-for-profit group, whose mission is to assist in promoting and improving 

the Pere Marquette Rail Trail (PMRT), which runs a span of just over thirty miles, from Midland to Clare, 

Michigan.   

 

The Pere Marquette Rail Trail has been nothing less than a treasure to Midland County.  A 2001 usage 

study estimated 178,000 visits of the Pere Marquette Rail Trail from April through September, with a 

“visit” defined as one person using one section of the PMRT on a given day.    The PMRT promotes 

improved health through exercise and is an asset that helps Midland county businesses recruit the “best 

and brightest.”  On any given day you will see scores of people walking, roller blading, jogging, bicycling 

on the trail, clearly enjoying their experience.  Such a trail is a win win for everyone in the area.   We 

wish you nothing but the best of fortunes in developing such a trail. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mark W. McCartney 
 

Mark W. McCartney 

President, Friends of the Pere Marquette Rail Trail 

P.O. Box 505 

Midland, Michigan   48640 

 























 

 

 

 

 

 

August 14, 2010 
 
 
 
Mid Michigan Non-Motorized Pathway Group 
C/O Brian Atkinson, Cost and Scheduling Engineer 
Mt. Pleasant TSC 
1212 Corporate Drive 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
 
Dear Mr. Atkinson 
 

This letter is written in support of the efforts of the Mid Michigan Non-Motorized Pathway Group to create 

a non-motorized trail system to connect the cities, villages, and municipalities in the counties of Gratiot, 
Isabella, and Clare.  Connecting a trail system between these entities would greatly enhance the usage of 

non-motorized trails in these areas, creating a safe environment for bicycling, walking, and running. 
 

At Mid Michigan Community College (MMCC), we seek to support endeavors that will enrich all aspects of 
our students’ lives as well as the lives of the community members we serve.  We recognize that obesity is 

a major problem in the United States, and our counties are certainly no exception.  To combat this ever-

growing problem, we need to provide means by which people can exercise inexpensively and safely.  
Furthermore, to protect our environment, to conserve energy, and to ensure that our students can access 

resources, we need to provide a means of inexpensive and safe transportation routes.  The non-
motorized pathway system would provide such access. 

 

You are well aware of the dwindling resources we are all confronting, due to the well-documented demise 
of the automotive industry in the state of Michigan and the resulting structural economic changes. At 

MMCC, we applaud the efforts of the Non-Motorized Pathway Group to advance this cause, despite the 
economic situation.  We are very appreciative that the group has chosen to collaborate and to share 

expertise so that scarce resources are maximized.  Your collaborative efforts are exactly what the state 
needs during this dire time in our history.  

 

Mid Michigan Community College supports not only the non-motorized concept but also the collaborative 
spirit that this group exhibits.  Please do not hesitate to contact meat 989.386-6602 if I can offer further 

support of the non-motorized initiative in the heart of Michigan. 
 

Sincerely 

 
 

Carol A. Churchill, President 
Mid Michigan Community College  
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Diane Lyon

From: mml.activehosted.com@emsend7.com on behalf of Michigan Municipal League 
[lgreen@mml.org]

Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2016 9:02 AM
To: Diane Lyon
Subject: Deep Diving at Capital Conference!

Web version of email   Send to a friend  Share:  

 

Feb. 4, 2016 

Dive Deep into Vital Topics at 
Capital Conference 
March 22-23 | Lansing 

Does your community have neighborhoods in need of 
revitalization, or program evaluations in need of streamlining? 
Are you aware of the benefits of a diverse, inclusive 
community? How does the Supreme Court's recent ruling on 
sign regulations affect you? Arrive at Capital Conference a 
little early and get the answers at several FREE Workshops! 
Get the details and register today! 

 

How to Effectively Use Social 
Media 
Feb. 17 | Ann Arbor 

You're probably on Facebook and other social media, but are 
you using it right? Is there a right way? This program will 
explore the various social media platforms and the benefits 
and pitfalls. We'll discuss social media etiquette, policies, First 
Amendment rights, and much more. Register now.
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Elected Officials Academy 
Feb. 26-27 | Frankenmuth 

Looking for more advanced training? Register for one of the 
two-day sessions listed below. 

EOA Core Weekender - Offers the most critical information 
in four short courses - legal framework, leadership roles and 
responsibilities, financial management, and planning and 
zoning.  

EOA Advanced Weekender - Provides more in-depth 
knowledge on advanced planning and zoning issues, 
financial modeling, intergovernmental cooperation, and 
more.  

 

Upcoming Trainings 

Feb. 9 - Local Government 101 (webinar) 

Feb. 10 - Newly Elected Officials Training (Grayling) 

Feb. 11 - The Lobbyist 2.0 (webinar) 

Feb. 16 - Open Meetings Act (webinar) 

Feb. 23 - Freedom of Information Act (webinar) 

March 2 - Priority Based Budgeting (Lansing)
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Congress for the New 
Urbanism, Detroit 

The 24th annual Congress for the New 
Urbanism will be held in Detroit, June 8-11. 
Connect and engage with over 1,500 
placemakers from across the world, explore 
innovative solutions to local challenges, and 
test drive cutting-edge placemaking 
resources. The League has partnered with 
CNU to present this event. Register today.  

 

Help Create 
Great Places! 

The League Foundation 
has launched a campaign 
to raise $7,500 by March 
23 to fund projects that 
help communities across 
Michigan. Big bonuses for 
largest individual donor 
and community with most 
donations. Donate today!  

 

Email management: The Michigan Municipal League respects your right to privacy. 
Click here to unsubscribe  
Click here to manage your Michigan Municipal League email subscription preferences.  
If you no longer wish to receive any type of email notice from the Michigan Municipal League, click here. 
Michigan Municipal League, 1675 Green Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48105, USA 
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